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Abstract:
The rocks and landscapes of Grand Canyon encode nearly two billion years of geologic history while also manifesting many dynamic geological, hydrological, and ecological processes in the present day. Grand Canyon National Park reveals this deep history and continued dynamism to millions of visitors each year. The Trail of Time Exhibition along the South Rim of Grand Canyon—a walking timeline, designed as a self-guided field trip—was developed to help visitors understand deep time, processes of change, and the evolution of the Canyon as they traverse the Rim and take in the spectacular panoramas. The Trail of Time has been called the world's largest permanent geoscience interpretive exhibition in the world's grandest geological landscape, and also the most carefully planned and evaluated exhibition in the National Park system. This presentation will be a kind of virtual walk along the Trail (a brisk jog, really, given the time frame) in which we will recap the entire rock column and geological history of Grand Canyon from the Paleoproterozoic Era through...Today.
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